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fest kind of definition of the Catholic Church. According to the De 

: Bedesig. Miitante the Church is “the gathering of those men who are 
- united in the profession of the same Christian faith and in the com- 
'. wunication of the same Sacraments under the rule of legitimate 
Pastors, and particularly of the Roman Pontiff, the one Vicar of Christ 
an earth.* The theologians who held that the mere profession of 
~“Asith would not suffice to keep a man within the Church offered defini- 
:  tigas similar to that of Francis Sylvius. He wrote thet the Church is 


‘: “he society of the faithful, ordered and united under one head, Christ, 


sy 


ty tee, 


; Wid under His Vicar on earth, the Roman Pontiff” These formulae. 


' Sply excusively to the Church militant of the New Testament. They 
: did not become common in scholastic ecclesiology until well inte the 
| Sixteenth century. In most modern manuals of theology they are 
"Get something like “definitions of the Church in the strictest or the - 
Sean debe eae 
‘fe leyinniog of the human race, or at least since the tine of our fist - 
 Bitehits.” A good example of this type is found in the De Ecdesiastias 
ee eee. 
“Tlie holy Church is the multitude which rejoices in holy unity, 2 
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Pond en ny body peck tet cine eaeetmeoneet 
‘ith, of one Spirit giving life in every place and nation; whether the 
fie members of this multitude} know each other or not”™ T 
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ee ee an external communication in the outward poe 
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ee Ch that which is most general, is ae Pe 
urch as it exists, not only in this world, but in purge: 
pi (OF Valentia offers as his. “viet 


in the: true. and supernaturally somal a ie, 
God, whether that knowledge is in the obscurity of fit) 
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visible Church of the New Testament. He writes to the Romans thet 
“gy, being many, are one bod'y in Christ, and every one members one of 
nother. And having different gifts, according to the grace that is 
given us: either prophecy to be used according to the rule of faith, or 
‘Tenistry in ministering, OF he that teacheth in doctrine. st, Paul 
makes it clear that the group whom he addressed as one body in Chiist 
were those organized with a definite ministry and a definite teaching 
edfice, They were the men and women who composed the Catholic 
Church in the city of Rome. They were the social body whose 
members could be expected to live “loving one another cen the 
charity of brotherhood.” * 

In the First Epistle to the Cormthians also, the Apostle of the 
Gentiles lenves no room for doubt about the fact that he applies 
the term “body” immediately to the visible Church of the New 
Testament, “For we, being many, are one bread, one body, all that 
partake of one bread.’ The one bread is of course the Eucharistic 
fsod. Those who partake of the one bread, within the visible 
Cathetic Church to whom this Sacrament is entrusted, are the mem 
bes nf this Church. Thus here the designation “one body” is applied 
iuediately to the group described in the definition of St. Robert. 

ln the same document St. Paul shows that the body of Christ which. 
® describes ig an organized society, im into which men are initiated 
trough the rite of baptism, @ — in which een er Se ee 

Yor as the body is one, ia scsi all the geese of 

wt body, whereas they are many, yet are one body: 80 aiso.is Christ. 


i one Spirit were we all baptized into one bady, whether Jews or 
Stes, whether bond or free: and in esse Split we ave Sf teen wade te 
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serve one another. The life of charity is incumbent upon all of thee | 
who pertain to the body of Christ, but ameng these men, some an F 
called upon to &xercise the functions of hierarchica} ministry. The | 
body is manilsstly the society in which this ministry exists by rig. 4 


Now you are the body of Christ, and members of member, 

And God indeed hath set some in the Church, first Apostles, secondly 
Prophets, thirdly Doctors, after that miracles, then the graces of healing, 
helps, governments, kinds of tongues, interpretations of speeches !# 


ith all humility and mitciness, with paticuce; supporting ‘one another | 
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above all these things have charity, which is the bond of ae : ’ 


a 2 eee and let the peace Christ teioice in your hearts, wherein alke jauwe 


ne vA : — : In the light ot hace ten and ree Papen ai the eit» | a 
haere sion of the Mystical Body of Christ is exactly that of the Cathole £ 
pig i) Church," The Catholic oF Universal Church is the proper designatim °f” 
el ob that bly ibe Ch rh ec in all three kinds of formulae. used” 
og =. - definitions of the Church. in Scholastic theology. St. Paul has in 
aes j 7 a _ Thus, when we sy * ae the ‘Visi ible Church militant of the New bes 
ee Tenmeny the Ror thoti tie Church, is the Mystical Body. ds = 
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Continuing his series of dogmatic text-books under the general : 
‘title Commentarius in Summom D. Thomae, the Rev. A. Ferland, 
"$8., has published the fourth volume, containing the treatises “De 
Deo. Uno”. and “De Deo Trino” (Grand Seminaire, Montreal, 1943). 

‘This commentary embraces the matter of the first 43 questions of the a 
Sema, Part I. The outstanding features of Father Ferland’s york 
‘até deamess and brevity. While following in substance the. order 
St. Thomas, he does not hesitate to introduce certain modifications. ee. 
‘Thos, itmediately after the proofs of God’s existence he considers ©: ee a Bs 
te problem of the intuitive vision of the divine essence by the human ale, Ma te 
hind (which the Angelic Doctor discusses in Q. 12), and.only then 
tats of the divine perfections (the subject of QQ. 3-11 in the Summa). 
lots of present-day importance, such as the existence of God 
tad the formal constitutive of the: divine essence, are discussed } in de- weg : 
uil-while other matters to which St. Thomas..gave. considerable | os oe 
wean But which are less } = spercla such, as the Book of, cine oe aoe 
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“Father Ferland teaches that the foture: ree atts of man are: SDOWE 
Y God in His predetermining decrees; he rejects ‘the Scientia medi. 

" canlormity with Thomistic j 
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